tate and Local Public
h Partnerships —
mg to Natural
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fected, taxing local resources
’H Bureau of Environmental Health

ance from Local Health partners. (Now
the Office of Local and Regional Health)

0 Climate Change related weather events may
have increase the likelihood of challenges to
public health capacity



2 of the Challenges Facing Local
"""n State Public Health

extent of the damage
e public health threats
‘gaps in local capacity

ing up on the long term public health



'ublic Health Concerns

idential structure is a condition deemed
an mean that a residence Is no
on until repaired. (105 CMR

ections to establish food safety

: can worsen chronic disease and mental health
ISsues

0 Power outages put people, water, and food at risk



Groundhog Day Storm
February 2, 2011

lonwide blizzard dumped 10-20
0 'snow In MA on top of an already
rge snow burden

merous residential and commercial buildings
rienced roof collapses and structural damage
the weight of the snow piled on roofs.

first 48 hours after the snow started falling,
over 80 reports of roofs collapses and buildings
with structural weaknesses, wall buckling, were
reported to the Massachusetts Emergency
Management Agency







Greenfield Mud Slide

1ins started melting the snow pack,
ant flooding in Western MA

and then collapsed a

e at the Green River Cemetery in
nfield

lealth Department was called in to check
the structure of affected houses, but also
- needed to determine if graves were disturbed
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Good news, No bodies were

discovered.
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ORNADOES CONFIRMED
ON JUNE 1 2011

Weather Service in Taunton,
nas confirmed an ef3 tornado
narlton.

5 storm will be noted not only for its
1sity...But also for the length of the

tinuous damage path...Approximately 39

. The tornado was also very wide at some
...Reaching a maximum width of one-half
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ornado Overview

ossed through approximately 20
estern and Central MA

died and many were

ive structural damage

Damaged and overwhelmed communities
needed multi-jurisdictional assistance



.'The Response

nders from FEMA with disaster
food programs.

response inclu staff from MDPH,
u of Environmental Health, Community
tion and Food Protection Programs

0 DEP response teams for public water supply,
- sewage disposal and chemical release.
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63 Homes needed to be
-35 Structures were

nson - 51 homes were condemned and
ther 67 had restricted entry. Town Hall

t Springfield - 70 homes were condemned
and another 20 homes deemed uninhabitable

o Brimfield - 39 homes were condemned and 67
were restricted entry

o Westfield, one condemned residence




ged Food Establishments

1e MDPH /BEH, Food Protection

ed wholesale food operations
s that were in the path of

.a‘ health assessed retail food facilities in
of the Cities/ Towns

‘0 The Food Protection Program assisted with
retail food inspections in four communities



aged food facilities along the
path of the tornado
















ASSESSIT I
le 105 CMR

| have to walk.
are blocked

Communication is difficult at best.
?
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ruu cane Irene

/ TROPICAL STORM : ==

8:00PM EDT
LAT: 44.1°N___ LON: 72 1°W

'J

WINDS: [,
PRESSURE: YT 3%
[EVITM NNE at 26 mph

g 2011 23:52 GMT / 28 Aug 2011 07:52 PM EDT




n as a slow

storm stalled over
orthern
hire/Franklin

nty areas of the

R =1 AN |
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- Calls started coming in
from communities
indirectly.

FORECASTER: HPC
NOAA/NWS/NCEPHPC

SO0 OO NN g ~-TE8 WD ot i
ROMOmSmS oSS oS00 000000

BEH response was to
break up into teams to
assist this wide region. U



from local health to help with a
ssues ranging from housing to food

from river water (Is the food safe?)
hool grounds.

responded
munities to help
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Its

1DcC 41

a

t can be occupied 64

I '

1ly 28% of the park is habitable

spruces Mobile Home Park
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Issues at the Park
railers decaying

erwise be homeless, are
 trallers



20235 Agricultural Flooding
Suidance & Resources

s with impacted crops MDAR’s Produce
ty Division has developed this guidance to
[p farmers navigate the decisions that need

e made when dealing with flood impacts.
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JEZ 9t snow storm No power for up
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rday evening, the
Veather Service reported
that 14.3 inches of snow had fallen
in Plainfield, 12 inches in Chester
and 6.9 inches in Worcester.
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summary

her conditions may become more
er duration as the climate

| Public health will have challenges to their
acity, especially if faced with multiple
ters each with long term complications.

"0 As flood waters receded, residents struggled
with mold problems; increased mold can
worsen chronic diseases, such as asthma.
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summary

power outages and damaged
ate problems for people to
ter, shelter and medicines.

eful to think through these events to
us in evaluating gaps and building
ity for future events.
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