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Environmental Health is Public Health



2012 IOM Report





Environmental Public Health

• Access/Axis/Affect

• Chief Science Officer



Environmental Public Health is Profoundly Local

• In some cases “is” the LHD

• Vector Control

• Tap Water

• Retail Food

• Housing

• ECE

• Schools

• Spas/Pools

• Septic

• Tattoo

• Cannabis

• Animal Control



Saipan

•Vector

•ECE

•Schools

•Cemeteries

•Hospitality

•EP+R

•Vessel Clearance

•Water Vending

•Massage Parlors

•Nail Salons

•Barber Shops

•Retail Food

•Tattoo

•Lead



Massachusetts



Climate Change

• Vectors 

• Flooding

• Sea Level Rise

• Fisheries

• Drought

• Extreme Heat

• HABs



One Health



New Era for Water



Cuban 
Refugees

Photos courtesy of Paige Dyjack



Venezuelan 
Refugees

Photos courtesy of Paige Dyjack



Data



Biotech



Artificial Intelligence



Fungi, Bacteria, & HAIs

• Climate Mediated Adaptations

• Antibiotic Resistance Organisms

• Antibiotics in CAFOs

• LTCs



Biosolids



How We Engage with Food

Meal Kits & Ghost restaurants

• UberEats

• Instacart

• DoorDash

• Blue Apron

• Hello Fresh

• Grubhub

• Home Chef

• Seamless

• Home Restaurants & Groceraunts

• Food Freedom & Cottage Foods
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Indoor Air Quality



Environmental Racism



There is Plenty of Help



Join Us!

Professional Member 

International

Emerging Professional 

Retired Professional

neha.org/membership



We Connect Experts to Share Knowledge

• National Environmental Assessment 

Reporting System (NEARS)  

• Private Water Network  

• Climate and Health Community

• National Environmental Public 

Health Internship Program Network 

(NEPHIP)

• Concurrent Disasters Community of 

Practice

• Environmental Health Strike Team 

Standard Community of Practice



We Create Space for Community

NEHA Community

• Online platform

• Members only

• Directory, events, workgroups

• Exchange ideas & advice

• Build collaboration & camaraderie



We’re Working to Raise the Visibility of EH

4-pronged strategy

• Self-promotion training and 

materials

• Advertising

• EH leadership discussion

• Community outreach



Knowledgeable & Trained EH Workforce 

Climate

Equity

Emerging 
Issues

1. Recreational Water Illnesses

2. What to Know, New Version Model 

Aquatic Health Code (MACH)

3. Strategies, Tactics and Implementation 

of the MAHC

4. What to Know, New Version Model 

Aquatic Health Code (MACH)

5. Workshop on Addressing the 

Environmental Health Impacts of Climate 

Change on Private Drinking Water 

Systems and Private Wells

1. Impacts of Environmental Public 

Health Hazards on Tribal Communities

2. Impacts of Environmental Public 

Health Hazards on Black Communities

3. Impacts of Environmental Public 

Health Hazards on Hispanic 

Communities

1. Impacts of Climate Change on 

Environmental Public Health

2. More Than Just Weather: How 

Climate Change is Impacting 

Multiple Areas of Environmental 

Health

3. Integrating Climate Justice into 

Environmental Public Health 

Programs

4. Addressing the Impact of Climate 

Change Using NEHA's CHAMP 

Program  

1. Impacts of Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances (PFAS) 

On Environmental Public Health

2. Using Data & Informatics in 

Environmental Public Health

Water 
Quality

Spring Webinars Meet Education Needs
Delivered just when you need them!



We Strengthen Retail Food Safety



The Main Thing

• Foodnet

• NORS

• Epi-Ready

• NEARS

• EHS-Net



We Engage National Influencers

• April 5, 2023

• Retail Food

• Centrality of NEHA

• Centrality of EH Profession

• Support Funding



REHS/RS Credential Delivers Excellence on Day 1

✓Surveillance

✓Community Outreach

✓Investigations

✓Inspections

✓Compliance Review

✓Emergency Planning
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Our Program Investments in Massachusetts



$465,183.75

Our Financial Investments in Massachusetts
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Our Membership in Massachusetts



$19,300

Massachusetts ROI $24.50:$1 

Our Revenue in Massachusetts



FY22 Annual Report

• Online

• Summary of Activities

• Sources of Investment



Raise the Voice of Your Workforce in New Orleans

Annual 
Educational 
Conference & 
Exhibition (AEC)

July 31 – August 3



Learn from Our Keynote Speakers

Communities and Climate Through 

the Lens of Environmental Health 

Practice 

Maureen Lichtveld, MD, MPH

Dean, School of Public Health

Professor, Environmental and Occupational 

Health

Jonas Salk Chair in Population Health

Leadership: Getting the 

Difficult Job Done

Lt. General Russel L. Honoré, 

USA (Ret.)

Commander of Joint Task Force 

Katrina, Leadership, Safety & Global 

Preparedness Authority and Leader of 

U.S. Capitol Complex Security Review

Frank Yiannas
Food Safety Executive

Prior Deputy Commissioner Food 

Policy & Response, FDA



Science Exists in a Social Context

Data does not change minds – relationships do

• Principle of Reciprocation - Generosity

• Principle of Commitment – Writing

• Principle of Social Proof – Early adopters/positive deviants

• Principle of Scarcity – Short Supply

• Principle of Authority – Act like a Minister of Health

• Principle of Commitment and Consistency- people loathe uncertainty 

• Principle of Unity – we’re all Americans

Source: Robert Cialdini, Ph.D



Conclusions

• Let the main thing be the main thing

• EH is profoundly local

• EH is a contact sport

• EH is PH

• Each of us is important
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This is (y)our time.
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