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MassDEP Asbestos Program Overview
focus on Demolition and Renovation Projects

• Performance standards:
– Prevent air emissions
– Protect public health, safety and 

environment

• Program Framework Key 
Elements:
– Notification prior to work
– Asbestos abatement work 

practice standards
– Asbestos-containing waste 

material must be properly 
managed

• Must also comply with DLS 
requirements:
– Professional licensing/training
– Worker health
– Asbestos in schools
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http://mass.gov/dep/asbestos

MassDEP Asbestos Webpage

http://mass.gov/dep/asbestos


Survey Requirements

• Required prior to ANY demolition/renovation project
– ANY structure of ANY age
– Exception: Owner of a single- family house conducting work on 

non-friable asbestos themselves in the home they live in

• DLS-certified Asbestos Inspector must conduct 
“thorough” inspection of all suspect ACM
– Identify all material containing asbestos in any amount 

(including <1%) in area to be worked on
– Destructive survey (inspect/sample behind wall cavities, through 

floor layers, above ceilings)
– Must use approved analytical methods

• EPA Method for the Determination of Asbestos in Bulk Building 
Materials (EPA/600/R-93/116) - Polarized Light Microscopy (PLM)

– Any suspect ACM not analyzed must be identified as ACM

• Keep the Survey Report for at least two years (preferably 
longer)
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Image Source:  Public Health & Safety, Inc.



Suggested Checklist for Municipal Officials
Asbestos Survey/Removal Requirements

1. Was the structure, or the portion of structure where work 
will be performed, thoroughly surveyed by a DLS-certified 
asbestos inspector prior to ANY demolition or renovation 
activity?
– Ask for copy of asbestos survey report.

2. Did survey identify any Asbestos-Containing Material 
(ACM)?
– Note:  Any suspect ACM not analyzed must be managed as ACM

3. If ACM was identified, has it been removed?

– Ask for copy of Asbestos Notification Form (ANF)

– Ask for evidence of project completion

• Final clearance monitoring report, or

• Waste Shipment Record (WSR).
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MassDEP Asbestos Program Available 
Resources 

• Check Asbestos Project Look-up Tool on 
MassDEP webpage: 
https://eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/portal#!/se
arch/asbestos
– Asbestos Notification Form (AQ04/ANF-001)

– Construction/Demolition Notification Form 
(AQ06)

• Call MassDEP Regional Office
– Contact information on last slide
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Asbestos Project Look-up Tool

7https://eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/portal#!/search/asbestos



Asbestos Notification Requirements

• Asbestos Notification 
Form (AQ04/ANF-001)

• Work Practice 
Standards

– Work Area Prep, 
Isolation, Containment

– Ventilation, Filtration

– Adequate Wetting

– Decon, Removal and 
Cleanup

• Final Visual Inspection
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Demolition/Renovation Notification 
Requirements

• Notification Prior to 
Construction or Demolition 
(AQ06)
– Industrial/Commercial/Institutional 

Structures
– Residential buildings ≥ 20 units 

(EPA requires notification for demo 
of any residence >4 units)

• Purpose to prevent releases  
– Nuisance dust 
– Other hazardous air pollutants 

(e.g., asbestos)

• AQ 06 Form information
– Type of structure
– Asbestos survey
– Survey results
– Asbestos abatement activities

9

https://www.mass.gov/how-to/aq-06-
constructiondemolition-notification



BOH Coordination with MassDEP

• Initial Complaint Response
– Verify complaint 

– Gather owner/tenant contact info

– Pull local permits

– Request asbestos survey

– Inspect property 
• Debris visible outside?

• Dumpster on-site?

• Take photos 

• Document site conditions

• Stop Work, Issue Corrective Action Order 
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Joint Enforcement Authority

• State Sanitation Code 105 CMR 410.353 “Asbestos Material”
– “Every owner shall maintain all asbestos material in good repair, and free from 

any defects including, but not limited to, holes, cracks, tears or any looseness 
which may allow the release of asbestos dust, or any powdered, crumbled or 
pulverized asbestos material. Every owner shall correct any violation of 105 
CMR 410.353 in accordance with the regulations of the Department of 
Environmental Protection appearing at 310 CMR 7.00 and in accordance with 
the regulations of the Department of Labor and Workforce Development 
appearing at 453 CMR 6.00.”

• MassDEP Air Quality Reg 310 CMR 7.52 “Enforcement 
Provisions”
– authorizes BOHs to enforce certain MassDEP requirements (e.g., asbestos, 

nuisance dust, odor, noise)
– “Any police department, fire department, or board of health official, acting 

within his or her jurisdictional area is hereby authorized by the Department to 
enforce, as provided for in M.G.L. c. 111, § 142B, any regulation in which 
specific reference to 310 CMR 7.52 is cited.”
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For More Information
• MassDEP Asbestos Regulation:

https://www.mass.gov/doc/310-cmr-715-massdep-asbestos-regulation-july-2019/download

– Questions about Asbestos Regulations and Policy:  Mike Elliott, email:  
michael.elliott@mass.gov, telephone:  617-292-5575

• Regional MassDEP Asbestos Contacts:  

– Central:  Gregg Levins (gregory.levins@mass.gov, 508-767-2768)

– Northeast:  John MacAuley (john.macauley@mass.gov, 978-694-3262)

– Southeast:  Cynthia Baran (cynthia.baran@mass.gov, 508-946-2887)

– Western:  Dave Slowick (david.slowick@mass.gov, 413-755-2246)

• Find your region: 

https://www.mass.gov/service-details/massdep-regional-offices-by-community

• Asbestos Project Lookup Tool (via EEA Data Portal): 
https://eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/portal#!/search/asbestos

• MassDEP Asbestos Website: 

http://mass.gov/dep/asbestos
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Please note:  MassDEP staff are currently working hybrid remote and in-office schedules; for 
fastest response, please use email contact information above.
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