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FOR BUSINESSES & INSTITUTIONS
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MASSACHUSETTS WASTE BANS

Commercial food waste (1 ton/week threshold, proposed reduction to .5/ton)

Cardboard & paper

Metal, glass, and plastic containers

Construction & demolition materials

Yard waste

White goodsrecyclingworksma.com/waste-bans-and-compliance/

https://recyclingworksma.com/waste-bans-and-compliance/








What Is Technical 

Assistance?

Evaluate existing waste streams

Identify opportunities to prevent, recover, and divert waste

Empower employees through education and training

Create customized waste bin signage

Conduct cost analysis

Currently offering remote and in-person assistance



Recycling Containers



APPROACHES TO ADDRESS WASTED FOOD





Restaurant Waste Ban Tip Sheet



Opportunity during Inspections



Recycling Containers



Recycling Containers



Recycling Signage





https://recyclesmartma.org/

https://recyclesmartma.org/


Best Management Practices

Food Scraps Source Separation Guidance

Food Donation Guidance



Food Scraps Source 

Separation Guidance

Container placement and color 

coding

https://recyclingworksma.com/local-health-department-guidance-for-commercial-food-waste-separation/

Consolidation frequency

Easily accessible and available bins



Food Scraps Source 

Separation Guidance

Collect for composting, animal feed, 

or anaerobic digestion

Dumpsters, Carts or Compactors

Collection frequency

Storage, Container Maintenance, 

and Cleanliness

https://recyclingworksma.com/local-health-department-guidance-for-commercial-food-waste-separation/











recyclingworksma.com/donate/

FOOD DONATION

1. Identify the types and amounts of food to be donated

2. Identify partner organizations in your area with which to work

3. Determine packaging, storage, and labeling requirements to ensure food 

safety

4. Determine how food will be transported as well as pick-up frequency 

and quantities

https://recyclingworksma.com/donate/


recyclingworksma.com/donate/

Building a donation program

FOOD DONATION

Establish safety procedures to protect donated foods

Keep temperature logs

Training, signage, checklists

Share SOPs with partner organizations

https://recyclingworksma.com/donate/


recyclingworksma.com/donate/

Fact Sheet for Massachusetts Food Donation: Liability Protections-July 2015 

The Bill Emerson Good Samaritan Act

Date Labeling

Tax Incentives

FOOD DONATION

https://recyclingworksma.com/donate/


Brookline Mandatory Commercial 

Recycling Plan submission 

required

Recycling Plan



Boston Zero Waste Initiatives 

May 14, 2018

Inspectional Services



Summary

Recycling – MassDEP Waste Bans, RecyclingWorks Restaurant Waste Ban Tip Sheet, RecycleSmart
❑ Cardboard & Paper-flatten
❑ Bottles & Cans, Jars & Tubs – empty
❑ No bagged recycling

Food Scrap Diversion- RecyclingWorks Food Waste Source Separation Page
❑ Prep area collection
❑ Dish scraping area collection 
❑ Exterior container

Food Donation -RecyclingWorks Food Donation Page, Comprehensive Guidance for Food Recovery 
Programs
❑ Designated collection

Mercury Management Act (MGL Chapter 21H, Sections 6A-6N)
❑ Fluorescent Bulb collection area/process 

https://www.mass.gov/guides/massdep-waste-disposal-bans
https://recyclingworksma.com/how-to/business-sector-guidance/restaurants/
https://recyclesmartma.org/
https://recyclingworksma.com/local-health-department-guidance-for-commercial-food-waste-separation/
https://recyclingworksma.com/donate/
http://www.foodprotect.org/media/guide/comprehensive-resource-for-food-recovery-2016-version.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/guides/massdep-mercury-information#-mercury-management-act-


THANK YOU!

Heather Billings

heather.billings@cetonline.org

508-479-3713

info@recyclingworksma.com

888-254-5525

www.recyclingworksma.com

mailto:heather.Billings@cetonline.org

